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PASS TO ISLAMABAD AND OTHER POSTS AS DESIRE D

FRO M CHARGE

SUBJECT : US RECOGNITION OF BANGLADESH

REF : S TA TE 56144

1. I INFORMED PRESIDENT BHUTTO OF USG DECISION TO ANNOUNC E
BD RECOGNITION APRIL 4 DURING MEETING AT HIS HOME IN KARACH I
MORNING APRIL 3 . I CAME TO KARACHI TO DELIVER MESSAG E

INASMUCH AS BHUTTO WAS NOT DUE BACK IN RAWALIPINDI BEFOR E
APRIL 6 .

	

'

2. AFTER HEARING ME OUT ON ALL THE POINTS CONTAINED REFTEL, BHUTT O
SAID HE APPRECIATED OUR HAVING TAKEN HIS CONCERNS INTO ACCOUN T
AND INFORMING HIM IN ADVANCE OF ANNOUNCEMENT . HE WAS GLA D
WE HAD WAITED "REASONABLE TIME" AND REAFFIRMED THAT OUR DECISIO N
AS COMPLETELY ACCEPTABLE INSOFAR AS IT RELATES TO HIS DEALIN G
WITH PROBLEMS FACING HIM.

3. I ASKED WHETHER HE KNEW PEKING'S PRESENT THINKING ON B D
RECOGNITION . HE REPLIED HE KNEW OF NO CHANGE SINCE MATTE R
WAS DISCUSSED WHEN HE VISITED PEKING A LITTLE OVER TW O
MONTHS AGO . AT THAT TIME, CHINESE HAD TOLD HIM THAT PR C
WAS NOT IN ANY HURRY TO MOVE ON RECOGNITION . THEY WOULD
WANT TO COORDINATE WITH GOP, BUT EVEN WHEN BHUTTO RECOGNIZE D
BANGLADESH THEY MIGHT NOT WANT TO FOLLOW SUIT IN ANY PARTICULA R
TIME PERIOD, BHUTTO SAID HE ASSUMED THAT CHINESE REMAINE D

RELAXED ON RECOGNITION ISSUE . HE ALSO ASSUMED THAT THEY WERE
MEANWHILE MAINTAINING CONTACTS WITH PEOPLE FRIENDLY TO THEM IN BANGLADESH .
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4. BHUTTO SAID HE HAD ONE REQUEST TO MAKE OF US . THIS WAS THAT ,
AFTER RECOGNITION, USG SHOULD PROVIDE MAIN PORTION OF IT S
ECONOMIC AID TO BANGLADESH BILATERALLY TO GBD RATHER THA N
THROUGH UN . HE THOUGHT BILATERAL AID WOULD TEND TO MAXIMIZ E
IMPACT OF US HELP TO BD, AND THUS BE MOST USEFUL IN BROADES T
TERMS IN LIGHT OF VARIOUS INFLUENCES WORKING ON BANGLADESH . I
REMARKED THAT I APPRECIATED INTENT OF BHUTTO'S SUGGESTION, BU T
HAD TO POINT OUT THAT WE WERE OPERATING UNDER DECISIO N
ALREADY MADE TO PROVIDE MAJOR PORTION OF OUR HELP TO B D
THROUGH UN OR OTHER MULTILATERAL CHANNELS . WE HAD ALREAD Y
ANNOUNCED SUBSTANTIAL ASSISTANCE VIA UN . I NOTED THAT PRO -
VISION OF INCREASING SHARE OF USG ECONOMIC AID THROUGH MULTI -
LATERAL CHANNELS REFLECTED DECISION WHICH PRESIDENT NIXON HA D
MADE WITH REFERENCE TO US AID GLOBALLY WELL OVER A YEAR AGO .
I REITERATED APPRECIATION FOR BHUTTO'S SUGGESTION AND SAID I
WOULD REPORT IT PROMPTLY ALTHOUGH I WANTED BHUTTO TO KNO W
ABOUT BROADER POLICY TREND IN ADMINISTRATION OF US AID .

5. LOCAL PRESS APRIL 3 CARRIED TICKER TIMES DATELINE D
WASHINGTON ATTRIBUTING TO USG OFFICIALS THAT DECISION HA D
BEEN MADE TO RECOGNIZE BANGLADESH EARLY THIS WEEK ; ITEM
IN SAME VEIN WAS CARRIED BY VOA MORNING APRIL 3 .
LUPP I

NOTE : NOT PASSED ISLAMABAD BY OC/T .
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